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Abstract. The convergence theory is not only a basic theory of topology but also has wide applications
in other fields including information technology, economics and computer science. The convergence of
filters is also one of the most important tools used in topology to characterize certain concepts such as the
closure of a set, continuous mapping, Hausdorff space and so on. Besides, multi-criteria group decision
making (for short MCGDM) aims to make unanimous decision based on different criterions to find the
most accurate solution of real world problems and so that the MCGDM plays a very important role in
our daily life problems. In this paper, taking into account all of these, we firstly introduce the notion of
a bipolar fuzzy soft filter (for short BFS-filter) by using bipolar fuzzy soft sets (for short BFS-sets). Also,
we define the idea of an ultra BFS-filter and establish some of its properties. Moreover, we investigate the
convergence of BFS-filters in a bipolar fuzzy soft topological space (BFS-topological space) with related
results. After introducing the concepts of a bipolar fuzzy soft continuity (BFS-continuity) and a bipolar
fuzzy soft Hausdorfness (BFS-Hausdorffness), with the aid of the convergence of BFS-filters, we discuss
the characterizations of these concepts. Next, we develop a multi-criteria group decision-making method
based on the BFS-filters to deal with uncertainties in our daily life. Finally, we present a numerical example
to make a decision for selection of best alternative.

1. Introduction

Classical methods are inadequate due to the existence of various uncertainties in solving the complex
problems in the fields of economics, engineering and environment. In order to overcome with this uncer-
tainty, many theories have been presented. The most known theories are fuzzy set theory introduced by
Zadeh [33] in 1965 and rough set theory which was introduced in 1982 by Pawlak [22]. Both of these theories
are useful tools to deal with uncertainties. However, as pointed by Molodtsov [20], these theories have
their own difficulties and inadequacies because of parameterization tool not being enough. So, Molodtsov
[20] invented a new notion named soft set, which handles ambiguities and imprecisions in the parametric
manners. Then, a lot of researchers have utilized this theory as a powerful tool to define uncertainties. For
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example, Maji et al. [19] investigated the terms such as subset, union, intersection and complement for the
soft sets. Moreover, Maji et al. [18] introduced a more general concept, which is a combination of fuzzy
set and soft set; the fuzzy soft set. Ali et al. [3] proposed new operations of the algebraic nature on soft
sets and studied their properties. Shabir and Naz [28] investigated soft topological spaces. Later, Al-shami
[5] applied soft compactness on ordered settings to expect the missing values on the information systems.
Moreover, Alcantud [2] introduced the formal model consisting of convex soft geometries and studied how
he can associate a convex geometry with each convex soft geometry, and conversely. By using a combina-
tion of soft sets and grey numbers, Voskoglou [32] introduced a new parametric decision-making method.
Next, Kharal and Ahmad [15] introduced a mapping on the classes of fuzzy soft sets and also studied the
properties of fuzzy soft images. Then, Varol and Aygtin [31] established the fuzzy soft topological spaces.
Later, Peng and Garg [23] solved the comparison problem by new score function in intuitionistic fuzzy soft
(IFS) environment and explored some novel properties of IFS matrix.

Fuzzy sets are unable to represent the satisfaction degree to counter-property although they are able
to represent uncertainties in membership degree assignments. In order to get over this problem, Lee [17]
introduced the concept of a bipolar valued fuzzy set which the membership degree range is [-1,1], making
the coexistence of negativity and positivity. In a bipolar valued fuzzy set, the membership value 0 of an
element shows that the element is irrelevant to the corresponding property, the membership degree (0, 1]
of an element means that the element somewhat satisfies the property, and the membership degree [-1,
0) of an element shows that the element somewhat satisfies the implicit counter-property. This concept
is significant in human thought because human decision making is based on positive and negative think-
ings. Afterwards, Abdullah et al. [1] and Naz and Shabir [21] defined independently bipolar fuzzy soft
sets, combining both the bipolar fuzzy sets and the soft sets. Riaz and Tehrim [26] initiated the idea of a
bipolar fuzzy soft topology and discussed certain aspects of BES-topology. Moreover, Riaz and Tehrim [24]
indicated the concept of mappings between BFS-sets and applied this concept to the problem of medical
diagnosis. Later, Gwak et al. [13] presented the concept of a bipolar complex intuitionistic fuzzy soft set
and explained its basic operations including complement, union, and intersection with some appropriate
examples. In recent years, there has been a considerable literature on the BFS-sets and their applications
[4,9,11, 14, 25,27, 30, 34].

In topology, a subfield of mathematics, filters are used to study the basic topological concepts such as
convergent, continuity, compactness, and more. Also, the filters play an important role in investigating
different domains of mathematics like analysis and algebra. Therefore, the problem of extensions of filters
have been tackled by many authors. By Vicente and Aranguren [10], the notion of a fuzzy filter appeared
for the first time. Afterwards, Kim et al. [16] proposed a new definition of fuzzy filter. Sahin and Kiigtik
[29] defined the soft filters and studied some of their properties. By using fuzzy soft sets, Cetkin and Aygtin
[6] introduced fuzzy soft filters on the base of definition suggested by Kim et al. [16]. Demir et al. [8]
established the convergence theory of fuzzy soft filters. Also, with the use of Q-neighborhoods, Gao and
Wu [12] redefined the concept of fuzzy soft filter convergence. Dalkili¢ and Demirtas [7] presented the
notion of a bipolar soft filter and investigated some of its basic features.

Inspired by these works we introduce the concept of a BFS-filter and study its convergence properties.
Then, we obtain the basic results of filters under bipolar fuzzy soft environment and provide suitable exam-
ples to illustrate the effectiveness of the proposed results. Also, we discuss the notion of a BFS-continuous
mapping between the BFS-topological spaces and analyze its connection with the BFS-filters. In addition,
we prove that a BFS-filter converges to unique bipolar fuzzy soft point in a BFS-Hausdorff space. After-
wards, we construct an algorithm based on the BFS-filters. Finally, we apply it to a real-world problem to
demonstrate the applicability of the obtained algorithm.

2. Preliminaries

In this section, we recall some basic notions regarding the BFS-sets which will be used in the sequel.
Throughout this paper, U be a universe of alternatives (objects) and E be a set of specified parameters
(criteria or attributes) unless otherwise explicit.
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Definition 2.1. ([17]) Consider a universal set U. A set having form
0= (1,6 (), &, () : u € U

denotes a bipolar fuzzy set on U, where 6; (u) denotes the positive memberships ranges over [0, 1] and 6; (u) denotes
the negative memberships ranges over [-1, 0].

Definition 2.2. ([17]) Let 1 and 1, be two bipolar fuzzy sets on U. Then, their intersection and union are defined
as follows:

() m A 12 = {(u, min (63, (w), 67, ()}, max {65, (), 65,(0)}) - u € UL}
(if) M V2 = {(u, max {5}, (u), 57, ()}, min (65, (1), 57, (0)}) : u € UL},

Definition 2.3. ([1, 21]) Consider a universal set U and a set of parameters E. Let A C E and define a mapping
Q : E — BFY, where BFY represents the family of all bipolar fuzzy subsets of U. Then, Qy is called a BFS-set on U,
where

Q= {{e, Qe)) : e € E}

such that 65(8)(u) = 6(‘)(6)(u) =0foralle ¢ Aandall u € U.

Note that the set of all bipolar fuzzy soft sets on U with the attributes from E is denoted by (BFY)E.

In order to better understand the above definition, consider the following illustrative example.

Example 2.4. Suppose that Mrs. X wants to buy a model graphics card and let E = {e; = CUDA cores, e; =
base clock rate, e = GPU boost rate, e, = memory capacity} be the set of decision variables. Afterwards, consider
the set of three types of model graphics cards U = {uy, up, uz} by keeping in view the requirements of Mrs. X. After a
research, we show that a website has assigned the numerical values for each decision variable to three model graphics
cards, taking into account the positive and negative feedbacks based on the customers. The tabular representation of
these numerical values is as follows:

Table 1
Tabular reprentation of positive feedbacks

€1 €2 €3 €4
uy 0.2 0.5 0.38 0.6
Uy 0.3 0.73 0.84 0.25
Uus 0.46 0.26 0.25 0.45
Table 2

Tabular reprentation of negative feedbacks

e1 (%) e3 €4
U -0.43 -0.65 -0.45 -0.45
Up -0.44 -0.55 -0.42 -0.55

Uz -0.15 -0.35 -0.85 -0.55
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Therefore, the following bipolar fuzzy soft set on U with the set E of decision variables reporting the positive-negative
informations is obtained:

(e1,Qer) = {(u1,0.2,—0.43), (112, 0.3, —0.44), (u3,0.46, —0.15)}),

{
O, = | (e2,Qe2) = {(u1,05,~0.65), (12,0.73, ~0.55), (113, 0.26, ~0.35)}),
A7 (es, Qes) = {(u1,0.38,—0.45), (i1, 0.84, —0.42), (13,0.25, —0.85)}),
{

(es, Qes) = {(u1,0.6,-0.45), (1,0.25, -0.55), (u3, 0.45, —0.55)})
Definition 2.5. ([34])

(i) A BFS-set Qp € (BFY)E is called an absolute BFS-set, denoted by Ug, 1f(5+ )(u) =1and 6 —1 for all
ueUandalle € E.

(i) A BIZS -set Q4 € (BFY)E is called a null BFS-set, denoted by ¢4, if 5, e W) = 85, () = 0 for all u € U and all
ecA.

Definition 2.6. ([1, 21]) Let Q), , Q% € (BFY)". Then,

(i) The union of QO), and Q3 is a bipolar fuzzy soft set (¥ over U such that for all e € E, ((e) = Q2'(e) V Q*(e)
and denoted by Q) = Q) U3, .

(i) The intersection of Q}h and Qiz is a bipolar fuzzy soft set Qin over U such that for all e € E, Q(e) =
Q'(e) A Q*(e) and denoted by (5, = Q) ACY, .

Definition 2.7. ([1,21]) The complement of a BFS-set Q4 € (BFU)E is shown by (Qa)* = Q, where QO : E — BFY

is a mapping defined by 6+£(e (u) =1-0k )(u) and 6‘L,(e)(u) = )(u)for allee E and ue U

Qe Q(e

Definition 2.8. ([34]) Let ), , QO € (BFY). Then, Q) is a BFS-subset of (0 if &, (™) S O W), 65, (1) 2
Oy (1), which is shown by Q) & Q2 .
(e 1 Az

Theorem 2.9. ([21]) Let Q! v Qiz be two BFS-sets over U. Then, the following statements hold:
(i) ((Q},)) =Q,
(i) If QL 1§ Qiz, then (QE‘Z)CQ (Qi‘l)c.
(i) (Q}hﬁ Qiz)“ = (Q}q1 )0 (Qiz)f.
(iv) (Qi‘]O Qiz)c = (Q}41 )N (Qiz)c.
Definition 2.10. ([9]) Let Q4 € (BFY)E with A = {e}. If there is a u € U such that Oy 1) # 00r 65, (u) # 0 and
Q(e (u ) = Q(L,)(u ) =0forallu € U\{u}, then QA is called a BFS-point in U. It is denoted by eﬁf”").

Let P(U, E) be the family of all BFS-points on U.

Definition 2.11. ([9]) The BES-point e is said to belongs to a BFS-set Q4, denoted by e?"" & Qy, if p < O 1)
andn > 6(2(8)(u)

Proposition 2.12. ([9]) Let {Qf‘h 11 € J} be a family of BFS-sets over U and e,(f’n) be a BES-point. Then, the following
statements hold:

(i) Ve ﬁie]Qi‘, if and only if V& Q) forallie].
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(i) eP"e Oie]Qi‘. if there exists an iy € | such that e & Qs .
1 lO

Definition 2.13. ([24]) Let (BFY)F and (BFV)P be two the families of all bipolar fuzzy soft sets on U and V with the
parameters from E and D, respectively. Assume thatu: U — Vand g : E — D be two mappings. Then, the mapping
f=(u,g): (BFY)E — (BFY)P is called a BFS-mapping from U to V, defined as the following :
(i) Let Qq € (BFY)E. Then, §(Q4) = (f(Q))a, is the BFS-set over V with the parameters from D given by
f(Qn) = {d, 1(Q)d)) : d € D} such that §(Q)(d) = {(v, 6;’(0)(‘1)(0),6;@)({1)(0)) : v € VY, where
[ sup{dy, () iue ult),eegidNA}, iful@w)£0,g'@NA£0,
T(Q) 0@ = { if otherwise,
inf{og, (1) 1 u € ul(v),eegid)NA}, if ul(v)#0,g7'(d)NA=#0,
Or(aye)(©) = { if otherwise.

Then, 1(Q4) is called a BFS-image of BFS-set Q4 under §.
(ii) Let Q) € (BFV)P. Then, f~1(Q}, ) = (F"/(Q"))a is the BFS-set over U with the parameters from E given by

“HQ)) = (e, Q) : e € E} such that F1(Q")(e) = {(u, of (), 6 (w)) : u € U}, where

Q) Q)

if g(e) € Aq,

if otherwise,

0831 (gen (101)),
=) Coe)
O 1o ™) ‘{ 0, "

5oy = e () el € Ay
Hee 0, if otherwise.

Then, (), ) is called a BFS-inverse image of BFS-set (), .
Theorem 2.14. ([24]) Let f = (u,9) : (BFY)" — (BFY)" be a BFS-mapping. Then, for Q0 , Q7 € (BFY)" and T},
I} € (BFY)P, the following properties are satisfied:
(i) T(Pa) = Pa, THPa) = Pa.

(i) (€2 U 23) = 1(€2 ) UF(Q}).

(i) (0L OT2) = 1T ) O (T2 ).

(iv) 7(Q), M) CQ,) NTEC).

(v) (T, AT3) =F"(T) AT(TE).

(vi) QY CFGQY ), 7 (T ) €T
(vii) Ile c qu , then T(Q}h) < T(Qiz).
(vidi) If Ty €T, then (T ) SF1(TF).
Definition 2.15. ([26]) A family © of BFS-sets over U is said to be a BFS-topology on U if it satisfies the following
properties:
(BFST1) Ug and ¢4 are members of T,
(BFST2) IfoAi € T forall i € ], an index set, then Uie]qui €T,
(BFTS3) If Q) , Q% e, then O, A Q% er.

We say (U, 7, E) is a BFS-topological space. A member in T is called a BES-open set and its complement is called a

BFS-closed set.
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Definition 2.16. ([9]) Let (U, T, E) be a BFS-topological space. A BFS-set Q4 is called a BFS-neighborhood of a
BES-point e if there is a BFS-open set Q) such that e Q) €Qu.

The collection of all BFS-neighborhoods of e is called a BES-neighborhood system of e and denoted by
N ™).

Theorem 2.17. ([9])] Let (U, 7, E) be a BFS-topological space and N (ei,p ") be a BES-neighborhood system of a BFS-

point e Then, we get the followings:

(BFSN1) N(e?") # ¢.

(BFSN2) If Q4 € N (™), then e & Q.

(BFSN3) If O € N(el"”) and Qp € Q) , then QY € N(eI"™).

(BESN4) If Q)] , Q% € N(el™), then QY A Q% e N(el™).

(BFSNS) If Qg € N(ei,p’”)), then there exists an I'g € N(ef,p’")) withTg £ Qpand Qu € N(d;p " ))for all d(f e I's.

Theorem 2.18. ([9]) Let each BFS-point ei,p " e P(U, E) be satisfy the condition
ozl | o , , b1 2 (o
ife, & 'e]Q  then there exists an iy € | such that e, "€ Q0 .
1 ! o

If for each BFS-point e, there is a collection N(e?") of subsets of (BFY)E such that the conditions (BESN1)-

(BESND) are satisfied, then there is a BFS-topology T on U such that, for each egj " e P(UE), N (eg’ ") is the T-BFS

neighborhood system of eg?’").

Theorem 2.19. ([9]) Let (U, 1, E) be a BFS-topological space and Qu € (BFY)E. Then, Qg4 is a BES-neighborhood of
each of its BFS-points if and only if it is a BFS-open set.
3. Bipolar fuzzy soft filter

In this section, we bring out the notion of a BFS-filter by using bipolar fuzzy soft sets and study some
fundamental properties of it. Also, we present the concepts of a BFS-filter base and an ultra BFS-filter and

obtain their related properties. Next, we show how a BFES-topology is derived from a BFS-filter.

Definition 3.1. A BFS-filter ¥ on U is a nonempty collection of subsets of (BFY)F if it satisfies the following
conditions:

(BFSF1) 4 ¢ F,
1 2 1 A0O2

(BFSF2)IfQ}, , 02 € F, then Q}, AQ? € F,

(BFSF3)If Q) € F and Q) £Q3 then O} € F.

Example 3.2. Foreach a € (0,1],
Fa = Qe € (BFY)" 2 8y, () 2 a, 85, (u) < —a forall e € E and u € U)
is a BFS-filter on U.

Definition 3.3. Let Q4 € (BFY)E.
(i) If there are at most finitely many e € A such that Q(e) # 0, then Q4 is called a finite BFS-set.

(if) If there are at most countably many e € A such that Q(e) # 0, then Q, is called a countable BFS-set.
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Example 3.4. Let U = {u1, up}, E = {eq, €2, ¢3,...}. Then,

(e1,e1) =1{(u1,0.2,0), (u2,0.3,-0.44)}),
(62, Q(Ez) = {(1/[1, 05, —065), (uz, 0, —055)}),
QE = <€3, 0(83) = {(1/[1, 0, O)/ (qu 0, 0)}>1
) =1

(34, Q(€4 = (1/{1, O/ 0)/ (l/lz, 0, 0)}>/

(that is, Q(e) = 0 for all e € E\{ey, e2}) is a finite BFS-set.

Example 3.5. Let U = {u,uz}, E=1{e;: i € R} and A = {e; : i € IN}. Consider a BFS-set Q4 = {{e,Q(e)) : e € E}.
Then, Q4 is a countable BFS-set.

Remark 3.6. It is clear that the union of a finite family of finite BFS-sets is a finite BFS-set and also the union of a
countably infinite family of countable BFS-sets is a countable BFS-set.

Example 3.7. (i) Let U be any set and E be an infinite set. Then,
F ={Qa € BFY)E : (Qa)° is finite BFS — set}
is a BFS-filter on U.
(ii) Let U be any set and E be an uncountable set. Then,
F ={Qu € (BFHE : (Q4)° is countable BFS — set)
is a BFS-filter on U.

Definition 3.8. Let B be a subcollection of a BFS-filter ¥ such that for every Q4 € F, there is an Qih eB
with Q}‘h € Q4. We call such an B a BFS-base of .

From definition above we can see that B satisfies:

(B1) ¢a ¢ 8B, —
(By) for every Q! y 91242 € B, there exists a Qi‘3 € Bwith Qi\; 0}41 n 91242'

Conversely, given a collection 8 satisfying (B1) and (B»), then putting
F ={Qqy: Qihé Qa for some Q}L‘l € B}
we get a BFS-filter ¥ which contains 8B as a BFS-base. 8 is said to generate ¥ .

Example 3.9. Let Q4 be a non-null BES-set. Thus, B8 = {Q4} is a BFS-base for a BFS-filter on U.

Theorem 3.10. Let f = (u,9) : (BFY)E — (BFV)P be a BFS-mapping and let ¥ be a BFS-filter on U. Then,
B ={f(Qa) : Qs € F}is a BFS-base for a BFS-filter {(F) on V.

Proof. (By) is obvious.

(B2) Suppose that f(Q2} ), f(Q2} ) € 8. Then, we have to show that T(Qix:;) € B such that f(Qig) C
T(Q}‘h) N f(Qiz). Since Q}L‘lﬁ QIZ‘\2 € ¥, we obtain T(Q}qlﬁﬂiz) € B*. Then, by Theorem 2.14, this implies
T(Q}qlﬁ Qiz) - f(Q}‘h) A f(Qiz). Thus, the proof ends. [

Definition 3.11. Let #7 and ¥, be two BFS-filters on U. Then, we say that % is finer than ¥ (or ¥ is coarser
than 7)) if 7, 2 71 .
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Definition 3.12. If a BFS-filter ¥ on U has the property that there is no BFS-filter on U which is finer than
F , then F is called an ultra BFS-filter on U.

Theorem 3.13. Let ¥ be a BFS-filter on U. Then, there exists an ultra BFS-filter ¥~ on U such that F C F.

Proof. Let IF be a collection that contains all the BFS-filters finer than ¥ on U such that it is partially ordered
by the relation ”2” given in Definition 3.11. Consider an chain {#; : i € J} C F. Then [, ¥ is a BFS-filter on
U and also it is an upper bound of {F; : i € J}. Using Zorn’s Lemma, we see that IF has a maximal element
¥ . Hence, ¥ is a ultra BFS-filter containing ¥. [

Lemma 3.14. Let A be a family of BFS-sets satisfying the finite intersection property. Then, there exists a BFS-filter
F onUwith ACF.

Proof. Consider that ¥ is the family consisting of all Q4 € (BFY)F such that there exists a finite set
{01141’01242'01343' -, Q) } C A satisfying Q}hﬁ Qizﬁ Qf‘% N .0 Q) € Qs So, F is a BFSilter including
.0

Theorem 3.15. Let ¥ be a BES-filter on U. Then, the following results hold:

(i) F is an ultra BFSfilter on U if and only if all T € (BFY)E satisfying Tg 0\ Qa # ¢a for every Qp € F is
contained in F .

(if) If F is an ultra BFSfilter on U and Q) O Q} € F, then we have QO € F or O} € F.
(iii) If F is an ultra BFS-filter on U, then for all Q4 € (BFY)E, we get Qa € F or (Qa)° € F.

Proof. (i) Let ¥ be an ultra BFS-filter on U. Consider that I'y € (BFY)E satisfying Q4 A T # ¢a for all
Qp € F. Take M = F U {I'g}. Because M has the finite intersection property, from Lemma 3.14, there is
a BFS-filter £ on U with M C L. So, from Definition 3.12, it is easily seen that # = L. Thus, we obtain
I'pe 7.

Conversely, assume that # includes all I'z € (BFY)E such that Q4 AT # ¢a forall Qq € F. Let us create
a BFS-filter M satisfying & C M. Therefore, we have Ac € (BFY)E such that Ac € M and Ac ¢ F. Now,
choose any Q4 € 7. Therefore, by the property of BFS-filter, we have Q4 N Ac # ¢ 4. Thus, from hypothesis,
it follows that A¢ € ¥, which leads to a contradiction.

(i) Let Q) , Q% ¢ F and assume that Q4 = Q) O Q} € F. From (i) there are I , T € & such that
Q}Lh A 1"}31 = Qiz A 1"%2 = a. IfTp = 1“}31 A 1"%2, then we possess I'g € F and I'g N Q4 = . It can be
understood from these expressions that Q4 ¢ ¥, a contradiction.

(iii) Let ¥ be an ultra BFS-filter on U. Suppose that Qq, (Q4)° ¢ F. From (ii) we know that Q4 U (Q4)° =
Q}ql ¢ ¥ . Then, by (i), there exists an Q1242 € ¥ satisfying Qiz A Q}Lh = (4. From Qiz # ¢o, wehaveane € A,
and au € Usuchthat o], (e)(u) #0ordg, (E)(u) # 0. Choose that 652(6)(14) # 0. Also, we know that 6/, (E)(u) #0
for these e € E and u € U. As a result, we obtain min{éz_22 (e)(u), 651 (e)(u)} # 0, which is a contradiction. [J
Theorem 3.16. Let f = (u,g) : (BFY)E — (BFY)P be a BFS-mapping and let B be a BFS-base for an ultra BFS-filter
on U. Then, B* = {{(Q4) : Q4 € B} is a BFS-base for an ultra BFS-filter on V.

Proof. Firstly, we need to verify the conditions (B1) and (B,).
(B1) is clear.
(B2) Letf(Q), ), 7(Q2} ) € B". Since Bis a BFS-base, there is an Qis € Bsuch that Qf’% € Q) N3 . Accordingly,
by Theorem 2.14, we obtain T(qus) cf (0}41) N f(Qiz). Hence 8" is a BFS-base for a BFS-filter on V.

Let £~ be the BFS-filter on V generated by 8°. Let us show that #~ is an ultra BFS-filter on V. Assume
that G is a BFS-filter such that #* # G and ¥* C G. Then, there exists a I's € (BFY)P withTg € G, T's ¢ 7.
Consider ¥ is an ultra BFS-filter on U generated by 8 and take a Ac € ¥. So, there is a Aél € B with

Alclé Ac. Owing to f(/\é1 ). Is € G, we get 1”};1 = ’f(Aél) NTp # ¢a. For this reason, there are ad € B; and a
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v € V such that 6], @ (v) #0or oy, d)(v) # 0. Let us choose 6}, @ (
a < cSr1 ( d)(v). From the definition of f(A Cl), there exist an e € E and a u € U with g(e) = d, w(u) = v and

a< 67\1( )( u). Hence,

v) # 0. Then, we find a positive real number

a < min{dy, (1), 0f: oy (1))}
= min{dy, (1), 0f 1 1y, (W)}
This implies that Alclﬁ f‘l(l”};]) # 4. Therefore, by Aélé Ac and 1”}31 € I'p, we get Ac N F1(T) # pa. From

Theorem 3.15 (i), we obtain {!(I's) € # and so that there exists a I'; € B such that I; € f!(I's). Since

T(Féz) CTpand f(I%z) € B*, we have I's € ¥*. But this contradicts the fact that I'y ¢ ¥*. Thus, ¥ is an ultra
BFS-filteron V. O

Definition 3.17. Let ¥ be a BFS-filter on U. If (){Qu : Q4 € F} = ¢a, then ¥ is said to be a BFS-filter free.

Theorem 3.18. Every ultra BFS-filter F is a BES-filter free.

Proof. Suppose that Q4 : Q4 € F) # ¢a. In this case, we have a BFS-point egg’”)such that for every
QueF, egj'")é Q4. Letp # 0 and n = 0. Take BFS-point eﬁf’ 0 with p1 < p. Therefore, for every Q4 € F, we

obtain eV Q4 # ¢a. From Theorem 3.15 (i) it follows that " e . Thus, we get PV o7 which
yields a contradiction. The other cases are similar to this one and so we skip the details. O

Theorem 3.19. Let each BFS-point eif’ " e P(U,E) satisfy the condition:
pn)~ U Q y then there exists an iy € | such that e, (P Q’”
If for each BES-point e € P(U,E), there is a BES-filter F (") satisfying the below properties, then there is a
BFS-topology t© on U such that for all e, ®" e P(ULE), T(e(p ") is the T-BFS neighborhood system of ei,p ar
(i) IfQu € F (™), then e Q.

(i) If Qa € F (™), then there is an Q1 e F (") with Q! CQaand Qy € N@Y n))foralldp ") g Ql

Proof. Since T(eg”")) satisfies properties (BFSN1)-(BFSN5), we can easily prove it from Theorem 2.18. [

4. Convergence of BFS-filters

In this section, we introduce and study the notion of convergence for BFS-filters in the BFS-topological
spaces by means of the concept of a BFS-neighborhood of a BFS-point given by Demir and Saldamli [9]. This
enable us to give some results about BFS-Hausdorff spaces. Moreover, we give the idea of a BFS-continuous
mapping and characterize it in the light of the convergence of BFS-filters. Note that these ideas seem to be
extremely beneficial for the development of BFS-topology. At the same time, these concepts will be of great
use to provide theoretical foundation to design decision-making problems in next section.

Definition 4.1. Let (U, 7, E) be a BFS-topological space,  be a BFS-filter on U, and ¢/ € (U, E). Then:
(i) The BFS-filter ¥ is said to converge to ei,p ) if N (ei,p ’")) C ¥, and it is denoted by ¥ — ei,p .

(if) The BFS-point e(p " is called a BFS-cluster point of ¥ if every BFS-set of a family of BFS-neighborhoods

(1) P”)‘

of e, meets every BFS-set of 7, and we write F oo e
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It is easily seen that if ¥ — eif' ’"), then 7 oo ef,p ™. On the other hand, the converse may not be true as
explained in the following example.

Example 4.2. Let U = {u1, uy} and E = {e1, e2}. Tuke Q}, QOF € (BFY)E, where

ol - { (e1,Qer) = {(u1,0.4,-0.2), (un,0.7,-0.4)}), }
E= ) {er, Qen) = {(u1,0.5,-0.4), (2, 0.3, -0.8)})

ET (es, Qen) = {(11,0.2,—0.4), (112, 0.3, —0.8)})

2 { <ell Q(el) = {(ull O3r _0‘8)1 (MZI 06/ _04)}>r } .

Then, T = {¢pa, Ug, QF, Q2, QL O QZ, QL A Q2 is a BFS-topology over U. Moreover, ¥ = {Qp € (BFY)E : QL £ Q)
is a BFS-filter on U. One can easily check that F has a BFS-cluster point (e1)§2'3’_0'8) but do not converge to this
BFS-point.

Theorem 4.3. Let (U, 7, E) be a BFS-topological space. Consider a BFS-filter ¥ on U. Then, F co e if and only if
there is a BFS-filter G satisfying F C G and G — e,

Proof. Let F oo ™. One can readily verify that the family
B={Q, N2 QL e NE™), Q2 eF)

is a BFS-base for a BFS-filter G. Also, it is finer than ¥ and converges to ei,p ",
Conversely, let # C G and G — eﬁ,p’”). In this case, G contains all the BFS-neighborhoods of ef,p’") and all the

BFS sets of 7. Thus, from the fact that G is a BFS-filter it follows that ¥ oo eg”"). O

Definition 4.4. Let (U, 7, E) be a BFS-topological space and eS””) € P(UE). Then, eg’ " is called in the
adherence of a BFS-set ()4 over U provided that for every Qzl41 e N ((eilp ’n))c), we have Q}L‘l;&_ (Q4)¢, where
(e(Pr”))c — e(l—Pr—l—")

u u N

Example 4.5. Let U = {uy, 12} and E = {ey, e2}. Let QF, Q2 € (BFY)F be defined by

ol = { (e1,Qe1) = {(u1,0.6,—0.8), (u,0.4,—0.6)}), }
E= ) (er, Qen) = {(u1,0.5,-0.7), (2,0, -0.55)}) [’

Q2 = { (e1,Q(e1) = {(u1,0.4,-0.2), (u2,0.6,—0.3)}), }
ET) (er, Qen) = {(11,0.5,-0.3), (u,0.8,-0.45)}) [*

Then, © = {¢a, Ug, QL, Q2,QL 0 O, QL A Q2} is a BFS-topology over U. Moreover, since Q0 & (QL) for all
QL eN (((el)(O‘S’_O‘Q))C), we verify that (e1)'>""" is in the adherence of QL

uy

Theorem 4.6. Let (U, 1, E) be a BFS-topological space, Qs € (BFYE, and eif’ e P(U E). Then, the following
statements are satisfied:

(i) Qa € 7 if and only if whenever F is a BFS-filter on U such that ¥ — eff?’”) and eﬁ,p'")éQA, then Qp € F.

(i1) ei,p’”) is in the adherence of Q4 if and only if there is a BFS-filter  on U with (Qa)° ¢ F and F — (e(f’n))c.
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Proof. (i) Necessity of the condition follows from the definition of BFS-open set.

Now, consider eg’ "eQ 4 and put N (ei,p ) ) = ¥. By hypothesis, we have Q4 € ¥. So, from Theorem 2.19,
the proof is concluded.

(ii) Let (e,(f ’n)) be in the adherence of 4. Then, for every Qin eN ((e,(f ’n))c), we have Q}%;&_ (Qq)e. If
F = N((el™)), we obtain F — (/") and (Q,)° ¢ F.

Conversely, let # be a BFS-filter on U satisfying ¥ — (eitp ’"))C and (Qu)° ¢ . In this case, for all Qzl‘h €
N ((ei,p ’"))C), we get Q}%Q_ (Q4)°. Indeed, suppose that there exists an Q}Lh eN ((eg’ ’”))C) such that Q! 1§ (Qa)°.

Therefore, we obtain (Q4)° € 7, which is a contradiction. Thus, eif’ " is in the adherence of Q 4. O

Definition 4.7. Let (U, 71, E), (V, 12, D) be two BFS-topological spaces and f = (11,9) : (U, 71, E) = (V, 72, D)
be a BFS-mapping. The BFS-mapping f is said to be BFS-continuous at ei,p ME Ug provided that for each

BFS-neighborhood I'p of f(ei,p '")) there exists a BFS-neighborhood Q4 of eff " such that f(Qa) € Tp.

Theorem 4.8. Let (U, 11, E), (V, 72, D) be two BFS-topological spaces and f = (u,9) : (U, t1,E) = (V,12,D) be a
BFS-mapping. Then, the following statements are equivalent:

(i) T=(,9): (U1, E)— (V,12,D) is a BFS-continuous mapping at Ve Uy
(ii) For all Ty € N(i(e"™)), there exists an Qa € N(eV™) such that Q4 € i~1(Ts).

(iii) For all Ty € UG(E"™)), we have i-1(T5) € N(eV™), where UG (™)) consists of all bipolar fuzzy soft open

sets containing f(ei,p ’”)).

(i) Forall Ty € N(i(e”")), we have {(T's) € N(e").

Proof. We shall prove that (i) = (ii). Since f is BFS-continuous at eff e Ug, there is an Q4 € N (eﬁf”’”) such
that f(QQ4) € I's. Then, from Theorem 2.14, we obtain Qa € f71(f(Q4)) € F~1(I'p).

The implications (ii) = (iii) and (iii) = (iv) are obvious by the property (BFSN3) and the definition of
BFS-neighborhood.

To prove that (iv) = (i) let Tz € N(i(e”™)). By (iv), we obtain ~1(T5) € N(e”"). Take {"1(T'5) = Q4. From
Theorem 2.14, we get f(QQ4) = f(7-1('g) € T, completing the proof. [J

Example 4.9. Let U = {uy, up, u3}, E = {e1,e2} and D = {dy,d2}. Let Qf and Q2 be two BFS-sets in (BFY)F with

1 { (e1,Qer) = {(uq,0.51,-0.33), (12, 0.32, —0.21), (u3,0.22, —0.31)}), }

ET Y (er, Qler) = {(u1,0.32, —0.43), (112, 0.51,-0.33), (u3,0.23, —0.51)})

a2 = | (e Q%er) = (1,031, -0.52), (13, 021, -0.32), (u3, 033, ~0.34))),
ET N {ex, Q%(er) = {(11,0.52,-0.32), (112, 0.51, —0.53), (u3,0.55,-0.36)}) [

Then, t1 = {¢pa, Ug, Qf, Q2,1 U QF, QL A Q2 is a BFS-topology over U with the set E of parameters. Let us
consider two BFS-sets (% and QF in (BFY)P satisfying

o = | (@,Q0) = ((11,0.65,-0.45), (1,0.65, ~0.33), (13, 0.25, ~0.65)}),
D =\ (dy, Q3(dy) = {(u1,0.35,-0.55), (112, 0.45,—0.9), (13,0, —0.21)}) ’

Q4 _ <d1/ Q4(d1) = {(ulr 028/ _015)/ (Mz, 018/ _075)/ (M3, 05/ _04)}>/
D =\ (dy, Q4(dy) = {(11,0.33, —0.43), (i1, 0.53,—0.67), (113, 0.7, ~0.8)}) |-



I. Demir et al. / Filomat 39:10 (2025), 3297-3313 3308

Therefore, T2 = {¢4, Up, 23, O}, 3 O QY , O A O} is a BFS-topology over U with the set D of parameters.
Now, take a BFS-mapping T = (u,9) : (U, 71, E) = (U, 2, D) such that

u(ul) =u, 11(712) = Uy, 11(1/[3) = us,
gler) =d1, o) =da

and choose a BFS-point (61)52'51'_0'33). Then, we get f((el)ﬁm’_o"g’?’)) = (d1)$2,51,—0.33) and it follows that U((d, )1(4(1’51’_0'33)) =

{Up, 2}, 02 O QL. Thus, the BES-mapping f is BFS-continuous at (61)5,01'51'_0'33) because the BFS-sets f1(Q2})) and
712, U Q) are BFS-neighborhoods of (61)52'51'_0'33), where

-1 3
F(Qp)
| e, U3 (er) = {(u1,0.65, -0.45), (115, 0.65,-0.33), (113, 0.25, —0.65)}),
T (e, iTHQ3)(en) = {(u1,0.65,—0.45), (112, 0.65, —0.33), (13,0.25, —0.65)}) [~

Q) 0Op) = 71(Qp)
_ <€1/ f_l (Q5)(€1) = {(ulr 065/ _045)/ (uZ/ 065/ _075)/ (M3, 05/ _065)}>/
- <€2, T_l (Qs)(eZ) = {(ull 065/ _045)1 (MZI 065/ _075)r (1/[3, 05/ _065)}> '

Theorem 4.10. Let (U, 11, E), (V, 71, D) be two BES-topological spaces and e € P(U,E). A BES-mapping | =
(v, 9) : (U, 71, E) = (V, 12, D) is BFS-continuous if and only if for every BFS-filter ¥ on U which converges to e,
the BFS-filter §(F) converges to f(e"”).

Proof. Consider ¥ — eg’ " and let T be a BFS-neighborhood of f(eff’ '")) in P(V, D). By BFS-continuity, there
exists an Q4 € N (effl’”)) such that f(QQ4) € I's. Therefore, we obtain Q4 € F. Thus, in view of Theorem 3.10,
we getI'p € f(F).

For the converse, let 'y € N (f(ei,p ’")). If considering ¥ = N (687 ’”)), then ¥ — egj’"). From hypothesis, it
follows that {(F) — f(ei,p ’”)). So, I's € f(¥) and thus, by Theorem 3.10, there exists a BFS-neighborhood Q4
of eg’ " such that f(Q4) € I'p. This completes the proof. O

Definition 4.11. Let (el)l(,{pllrnl)/ (62)3;2'”2) € P(ULLE). These two BFS-points are called equal if e = e, u1 = up

and (p1,n1) = (p2, n2). Moreover, (61)2?]'7”) # (ffz)g;z'n2> & Uy # up or ey # ey or (p1, 1) # (P2, n2).

Definition 4.12. A BFS-topological space (U, 7, E) is said to be a BFS-Hausdorff space if for each pair (e )Eﬁl’"l),

(62)312"12) of distinct BFS-points in P(U, E), there are an Q}ql eN ((el)ﬁfjl'"“) and an 01242 eN ((62)3;2,"2)) satisfying
Q}qlﬁ Qiz = a.

Theorem 4.13. A BFS-topological space (U, 7, E) is a BFS-Hausdorff space if and only if each BFS-filter on U
converges to a unique BFS-point.

Proof. Consider a BFS-Hausdorff space (U, 7, E) and take a BFS-filter ¥ on U. Assume that ¥ converges

to ()%™ and ()%™ with (e)"™ # (e))>". Therefore, there exist an Q} € N((e1)!'"") and an

Q% € N(e 3;2’”2)) such that Q) N (Y = ¢4. From our assumption it follows that Q2 , ()} € . Hence, by

the definition of BFS-filter, we obtain Q) M QO # ¢4, which yields a contradiction.
For sufficiency, suppose that each BFS-filter on U converges to a unique BFS-point. On the other hand,

assume that (U, 7, E) is not a BFS-Hausdorff space. So, there exist distinct BFS-points (el)g’l""‘) and (32)3722’”2)
in P(U, E) such that for any Q) € N((en)$") and Q2 € N((e2)7"”), we have QY A Q% # ¢4. Then,

F = {Q}hﬁ Q%+ Q) €N((er (my, Q€ N((ez)i,’iz’””)}
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is a BFS-filter on U. One can be easily checked that ¥ is finer than N ((61)8711 ’"‘)) and N ((ez)ffzz’m)). Thus, we

obtain ¥ — (el)fﬁl’nl) and ¥ — (ez)ﬂ'f’m), which contradicts our hypothesis. [

The property of being BFS-Hausdorff in Theorem 4.13 is not superfluous. To see this, consider the
following example.

Example 4.14. Let us take Example 4.5 as a BFS-topological space. Then, this space is not a BFS-Hausdorff
space. Moreover, it is easily seen that N ((61)52'3'_0'1>) =N ((62)52'4'_0'2)). Now, consider ¥ = N ((61)52'3’_0'1>) =
N ((62)5101'4'_0'2)). Thus, we have F — (e1)§2'3’_0'1) and F — (62)5101'4'_0'2), that is, the BES-filter F converges to more
than one BES-point.

5. Application of BFS-filter to multi-criteria group decision-making

Multi-criteria group decision-making (MCGDM) is utilized to deal with the information when many
attributes of alternatives are evaluated by a group of decision-makers. In this regard, we construct a
MCGDM method with the aid of BFS-topology and BFS-filter. This is the first kind of such methods in this
direction as we employ the convergence of BFS-filters.

Now, we establish an algorithm for problems that are characterized by BFS-filter and BFS-topology as
follows. We also apply it to real situations in order to prove its importance and adaptability.

Algorithm 1 Selection of an alternative

Input:
1: U = {uy,uy, ..., u,}, a universe of objects, and E = {1, e, ..., e}, a set of attributes.
2: Insert three BFS-sets Q}h’ Qiz and I'p according to the opinions of different persons.

Calculation:
3: Construct a BFS-topology 7 such that Qzl‘h and Qiz are BFS-open sets in 7.
4: Construct a BFS-filter ¥ on U with 8 = {I'g} as a BFS-base.
5. Find the BFS-points (e; EZ” ") that F converges in (U, 7, E) such that

pij € (1;].)" c[0,1] and n;j € (11;)‘ c[-1,0]

where ¢ € Lij = {1,2, ..., k}.
6: Compute 6;j = \L17 Y inf(I;;)f + inf(Il.‘].)g and A;j = |L%| Yig sup(I;;)f + sup(Ii;)‘) for each uj € U and each
e; € E.
7: Compute a’ = & Lty 6 and B = i Lty Ayj for each u; € U.
8: Compute s; = o’ + f for each u; € U.
9: Determine sy = maxj=12,..x Sj-
Output:

10: sx will be the decision. If there are more than one values of k, then any one of them could be selected as
best option.

5.1. Numerical Example

Printers are an indispensable office equipment in many workplaces because they can be used for
scanning, copying, printing out high quality photos and much more. So, with the developing technology,
it is very important to choose the most suitable printer depending on determined goals. Therefore, using
Algorithm 1, we solve a printer problem on BFS-filter and BFS-topology.

Suppose that Mrs. X and Mr. Y, who work in the same office in a university, want to purchase a printer
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to use together. So, they determine some criteria for purchasing an all-in-one printer that can print, scan,
copy and fax documents as follows: E = {ej, e, €3, €4} where

ey = Color resolution (max)
e = Color print speed (max)
e3 = Dimension

e4 = Scan resolution (max).

After searching websites related to the ”all-in-one printers”, four printer alternatives are identified as
meeting the defined criteria. Let U = {u3, uy, u3, us} be the set of printers which are according to requirements
of Mrs. X and Mr. Y. Having moderate knowledge of the printers, they construct the input data 0}41 and
QIZ42 given below in the context of bipolar fuzzy soft sets, where the positive membership and negative
membership degrees describe their opinions regarding a certain criteria of a printer and their opinions
regarding opposite criteria of this printer, respectively:

(e1,Q(er) = {(u1,0.6,-0.3), (112, 0.5, —0.2), (u3, 0.6, —0.3), (i1, 0.4, —0.1)}),

O =) (e/Qe) = ((1,0.4,-0.1), (3, 04,02, (u3,0.5,~0.1), (13, 0.5, ~02)}),
AT (es, Qles) = {(11,0.7, —0.4), (12, 0.6, —0.3), (u3,0.8, -0.3), (11, 0.7, ~0.2)}), [

(es, Q(es) = {(u1,0.5,—0.3), (112, 0.6, —0.2), (13,0.4, —0.1), (114, 0.4, —0.3)})

(e1,Q%(e1) = {(u1,0.5,—0.4), (112, 0.5, -0.3), (u3,0.7,0.2), (s, 0.6, —0.3)}),

g =) (2, Q) = ((11,0.5,-03), (12,07, ~0.4), (13, 0.5,~0.3), (u3, 0.5, ~02)}),

A2 7\ (es, Q2(e3) = {(11, 0.6, —0.2), (12,0.4, —0.1), (u3, 0.6, -0.3), (11, 0.7, —0.3)}),

(es, Q2(es) = {(u1,0.6,—0.4), (112,0.5, —0.1), (u3,0.5,—0.2), (114, 0.4, —0.2)}

Now, we construct a bipolar fuzzy soft topology given by
T ={Ug, ¢a, Q) , Q5 , Q) A, Q) 07 ).

Also, they want to get an expert opinion in order to make the best selection and so they apply to the expert
who has worked in the field of printer technology. Based on feedback of the customers, the expert construct
a BFS-set I'z over U as follows:

<€1/ F(€1) = {(ull 05/ _O]-)/ (uZI 06/ _02)/ (u3/ 04/ _02)1 (1/[4, 05/ _02)}>/

Tx = <le F(EZ) = {(ulr 04/ _0'2)r (MZI 061 _0‘3)1 (T/l3, 051 _0'3)/ (1/!4, 06/ _03)}>r

B (es, T(es) = {(11,0.7,-0.3), (u2,0.7,-0.3), (u3, 0.6, -0.2), (14,0.7, -0.3)}),

(es, I'(es) = {(u1,0.5,-0.2), (12,0.5,-0.2), (u3,0.4,-0.1), (u4,0.3,-0.1)})
Let us consider a BFS-filter # on U whose BFS-base is 8 = {I'zg}. Now, we investigate the BFS-points
satisfying ¥ — (ei);iif’ni’). Tables 3 and 4 represent the required intervals of (I;;)[ and (Il.‘].)[, respectively.

Next, using Step 6 of Algorithm 1, we compute 6;; and A;; for each u; € U and each ¢; € E, as displayed
in Tables 5 and 6. Moreover, for each u; € U, we obtain a* and % whose the tabular representations are in

Table 7. Attending at its last column, it is readily seen that s3 = max{s;}. Thus, the best printer for Mrs. X
and Mr. Y is us.
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Table 3 Table 4

Tabular representation of (I;;)" Tabular representation of (Ii;)‘)
¢ 1 2 3 £ 1 2 3
(I )‘) [0,0.6] (0.6,1] (0.6,1] (I‘l)f [-1,-04) [-04,0] [-1,-04)
(I 1)" [0,05] (0.5,1] (0.5,1] (1‘1)5 [-1,-0.3) [-03,0] [-1,-0.3)
(I 1)‘7 [0,0.71 (0.7,1] (0.7,1] (I‘l)[ [-1,-04) [-04,0] [-1,-04)
I3 )‘7 [0,0.6] (0.6,1] (0.6,1] (1‘1)5 [-1,-04) [-04,0] [-1,-04)
(I3, )" [0,05] (0.5,1] (0.5,1] (I‘Z)K [-1,-0.3) [-03,0] [-1,-0.3)
(I 2)‘7 [0,0.71 (0.7,1] (0.7,1] (1‘2)‘ [-1,-04) [-04,0] [-1,-04)
(I3, )‘7 [0,0.6] (0.6,1] (0.6,1] (1’2)‘7 [-1,-0.3) [-03,0] [-1,-0.3)
It 0,061 (06,11 (0.6,1] (I, [-1,-02) [-02,0] [-1,-0.2)
(I3 )‘) [0,0.71 (0.7,1] (0.7,1] (I‘S)K [-1,-0.3) [-03,0] [-1,-0.3)
(I 3)‘7 [0,05] (0.5,1] (0.5,1] (1‘3)” [-1,-0.3) [-0.3,0] [-1,-0.3)
(I 3)‘7 [0,0.8] (0.8,1] (0.8,1] (1’3)‘7 [-1,-0.3) [-03,0] [-1,-0.3)
(I3 [0,05] (051] (051] ()" [-1,-02) [-02,0] [-1,-02)
(I3 )5 [0,0.6] (0.6,1] (0.6,1] (1‘4)f [-1,-0.3) [-03,0] [-1,-0.3)
(1, )‘7 [0,05] (0.5,1] (0.5,1] (1‘4)5 [-1,-0.2) [-0.2,0] [-1,-0.2)
(I 4)€ [0,0.71 (0.7,1] (0.7,1] (1’4)" [-1,-0.3) [-03,0] [-1,-0.3)
It [0,04] (04,11 (04,1] ()" [-1,-03) [-03,0] [-1,-0.3)

Table 5 Table 6
Tabular representation of o;; Tabular representation of A;;

Oij U1 Uo Us Uy Ajj Uy Uo Uz Uy
e -04 -0.43 -0.3 -0.37 e 0.6 0.63 0.7 0.67
e -043 -0.33 —-043 -0.4 e 063 063 0.63 0.7
e3 -033 -037 -0.23 -0.3 e3 063 067 073 0.7
es -04 -0.33 -0.4 -0.5 e4 0.6 0.73 0.7 0.6

Table 7
Final score table
. . 4 « | o
% = iE i X 0 pi= 5 Li-1 Aij sj = a; +p;
@) = 039 B = 0.62 51 =0.23
@y =037 B; = 0.67 52 =03
ay =-034 B; = 0.69 s3 = 0.35

a; = 039 B, = 0.67 s3=0.28
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6. Comparison analysis and advantages

The idea of a BFS-filter is the generalization of prevalent filters such as fuzzy filters [10], soft filters [29],
bipolar soft filters [7] and fuzzy soft filters [6] as stated below:

(1) If we use just one parameter and ignore the the negative membership degree, then the BFS-filter will
coincide with the fuzzy filter.

(2) If we ignore the negative membership degree and the fuzzy value set of each parameter becomes a
crisp set, then the BFS-filter will coincide with the soft filter.

(3) If the fuzzy value set of each parameter becomes a crisp set, then the BFS-filter will coincide with the
bipolar soft filter.

(4) If we ignore the negative membership degree, then the BFS-filter will coincide with the fuzzy soft
filter.

Decision-making problems have not been studied in the previous filter structures mentioned above,
and so that our work is the first to explore filter-based decision making problems. Therefore, as compared
to prevailing ideas, the BFS-filter structure has an impressive and distinguished advantage. Another
remarkable advantage of this proposed structure is that it builds upon a rigorous theoretical foundation. In
addition, in order to describe a novel filter structure, we combine three concepts, namely parameterization,
fuzziness, and bipolarity, which make the BFS-filter structure more accurate, outstanding and exclusive
when compared with existing methods, as discussed above.

7. Discussion and conclusion

Bipolar fuzzy set is one of the best approaches to expand on human thinkings because human decisions
are based on positive and negative thoughts. Negative thinking indicates what is restricted or impossible
while positive thinking demonstrates what is taken into account or possible. Besides, soft set theory is the
most developed tool to describe human decision analysis by displaying uncertain and not clearly defined
objects in a parametric manner. Therefore, we opt bipolar fuzzy soft set theory which is an extension of
fuzzy set theory together with soft set and bipolarity.

Multi-attribute group decision-making problem (MCGDM) is the study of identifying and choosing the
preferences of multiple decision makers to make the objective and scientific evaluation of each alternative
under multiple attributes or indicators. Therefore, MCGDM is an important part of decision science and also
has wide applications in other fields including information technology, economics and computer science.
On the other hand, the study of filters is a very natural way to describe convergence in a topological space
and commonly employed in many fields. Also, the notion of filter convergence structures is an important
tool for interpreting topology since it can be utilized to introduce basic properties of topological spaces
such as separation axioms, continuity, compactness and connectedness.

Joining all these ideas and discussions prompt us to make an attempt to uncover this research. Firstly, we
define the concepts of a BFS-filter and an ultra BFS-filter. Then, we establish some of their basic results and
illustrate them with corresponding examples. Also, we extend the convergence structures to bipolar fuzzy
soft setting and give the relations between bipolar fuzzy soft convergence structures and BFS-topology.
Moreover, we prove that a BFS-filter converges to at most one BFS-point in the BFS-Hausdorff spaces. In
addition, we characterize the continuity of BFS-mappings between BFS-topological spaces by means of the
convergence of BFS-filters. Next, we propose an algorithm with the help of BFS-filter and BFS-topology for
modeling uncertainties in the multi-criteria group decision-making (MCGDM) problems. Moreover, we
demonstrate the utility and applicability of the proposed algorithm by applying it to a realistic example.
Thus, this paper contains the first rigorous analysis of filter structure in bipolar fuzzy soft environment and
gives an idea for the beginning of new study.

Itis expected that these theoretical studies will pave the way to further investigation of novel approaches
for BFS-filter and BFS-topology. Moreover, the developed algorithm can be applied in solving other
MCGDM problems having uncertainties. In the future, this pioneering analysis can promote the study of
relationships with other types of BFS-topological structures like BFS-compact spaces, BES-connected spaces
or others. Also, one can extend our work to other bipolar fuzzy soft models like bipolar fuzzy N-soft sets,
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bipolar fuzzy soft expert sets, bipolar complex fuzzy soft sets, pythagorean bipolar fuzzy soft sets and
rough fuzzy bipolar soft sets to study filter structures and MCGDM methods on these models.
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